Building decent, safe and affordable places to live.
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We Appreciate All You Do!
Habitat would not be able to fulfill our
mission to build high quality, energy efficient
affordable houses without the help of our
volunteers, our generous financial donors
and the many professionals who provide
services to us for reduced or no cost. For
our most recent house in Cornwall, our 9th
house, we would like to thank:
• RK Miles for reduced prices on building
materials
• Dave McCluskey for a reduced rate on
electrical work, and
• Friend Construction of Bristol for all
roofing – including labor for installation.

The Ross family are the proud owners of a new home in Cornwall.

Meet Our New Homeowners
Roxanne and Ian Ross, and their three girls, moved in to their new home on
March 23rd, 2017. They found out about Habitat through friends. They knew
about Habitat (Ian was an AmeriCorps member for a year before college and
also volunteered with other Habitat affiliates when he attended VTC), but it
took some encouragement from a friend and former HfHAC board member to
convince them to apply to see if they qualified for a Habitat home. The Rosses
started their application late last summer and found out they did indeed meet the
qualifications for a home in December 2016 – a wonderful Christmas present!
“Having a home for our children to run around and play and be safe means
everything”, says Roxanne. The girls are adjusting well to their new home and
each has her own room. Adding to the excitement
was picking out individual colors for each of their
rooms. The Rosses moved into a home that had
already been built by Habitat, which is not the
standard practice, so in addition to repainting
and doing minor repairs to their home, they have
been helping to put in their sweat equity hours by
helping to build their neighbor, Shawn O’Neil’s,
house.
Being in their new home has taken a load off of
Ian’s mind -- “There’s a certain level of security
and not having to worry now. It feels good!” There
are many things they appreciate about their home.
The Rosses love their new garden. They planted
cucumbers, green beans, tomatoes, and flowers
this year and plan to expand it next year. They are
enjoying the view from their house, are able to go
Continued on page 3

They completed the job in less than nine
hours! One of our crew, while admiring
the job, speculated to our supervisor,
Harold Strassner, “That would’ve taken us
a MONTH!” Harold, responded, “Nope…
more.”
As the young men (AKA “roof monkeys”)
were leaving and we were thanking them
profusely, Kaleb Gorton replied, “No,
THANK YOU FOR WHAT YOU DO. If it
Continued on page 3

Matt Marcel, Kaleb Gorton and Ryan Poro - the “roof monkeys” who not only provided
materials, but labor, as well, at the site of our newest house in Cornwall.

Habitat Partners With New Community Members
On An Exciting New Project

“Home For A Home”
Habitat Fundraiser
Each fall Habitat for Humanity of
Addison County offers visiting parents
of Middlebury College students an
opportunity to stay in private homes
during Fall Family Weekend. In
the late spring we offer the same
program for family members attending
Commencement. It’s a fundraiser we call
“Home for a Home.”

Demolition of an existing structure was the first stp toward building our first duplex on
Seymour Street in Middlebury.

Habitat has recently partnered with the Addison County Community Trust, the
county’s largest affordable housing organization, to develop a site on Seymour
Street in Middlebury into our first duplex home. This plan will allow us to
expand our consideration of qualified applicants to smaller families (single
parent/child) for ownership. We do not expect to begin building here until 2019,
but we could not pass up the rare opportunity to create much needed affordable,
energy efficient homes in town for families that can’t afford a conventional
mortgage. This is the main mission of Habitat for Humanity.
The first step in this long-range project was to demolish the existing house
and fill in the basement, and this has just been done! We are very thankful
that Tom Call, a professional excavator from Massachusetts, volunteered to
do the demolition as a gift! Ashley Cadwell of the Habitat building committee
said, “Once the lot is cleared, we will begin planning the project. Another first
for Habitat on this project is a plan to work with Middlebury College faculty
and students. Pieter Broucke and John McLeod of the college’s Architecture
Department have agreed to loan their and their students’ talents in the design
of the new home. We look forward to this new collaboration and will provide
updates in future newsletters.

We ask Habitat board members, college
faculty and staff, and other residents of
the area to open their homes to those who
need housing. Interested parties submit
their requests via a form on the college
website. Habitat then matches hosts with
those requesting housing and helps them
to connect with one another.
We request a donation of $130 per
room per night, payable to Habitat for
Humanity of Addison County. According
to Peter Carothers, former board
President who has been involved in the
program since its inception, “Home
For A Home” grew dramatically until
recently, when, he suspects, AirBnB began
to compete in the temporary housing
market. “I’d love to get back to the level
reached in the fall of 2013 when we raised
well over $14,000,” Peter says. People who
have hosted in past years have enjoyed
getting to know their guests, and lasting
friendships have resulted.
We encourage you to think about
participating in this program in support
of Habitat’s next building project. If you
are interested, please send an email to
habitat.addison@yahoo.com

Please Keep In Touch!

2017-2018 Board of Directors
Steve Alexander - Lincoln
Anna Betz - Cornwall
Beth Buckman - Warren
Ashley Cadwell - Middlebury
Diane Derrick - Hinesburg
Cecelia Dry - Middlebury
Wayne Hall - Orwell
Meg Harris - Cornwall
Mickey Heinecken - Cornwall

Helmut Hietzker - Middlebury
Ed Hilton - Orwell
Dee Hodges - Cornwall
Steve Ingram - Salisbury
Michael Johnston - Addison
Walter Koenig - Middlebury
Bobbie Landers - Cornwall
Rob Liotard - Starksboro
Liz Marino - West Cornwall

We have many events during the year
that we’d like to tell you about, and
email is our most efficient means of
communication between editions of
the newsletter. Are you on our list?
If not, please share your email with us.
Call us at 802-388-0400
Email us:
habitat.addison@yahoo.com
Visit us online:
www.addisonhabitat.org

Our New Homeowners
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on family walks, and have seen deer in
the field across from their house.
Ian and Roxanne appreciate all of the
support they have received from HfHAC.
Their family support contact, Robin
Bentley, has been incredibly helpful
and still is. If they have any questions
or concerns she’s there to assist. Ian
mentioned that the Financial Support for
Homeowners class was very worthwhile
and has helped them to plan and budget
for the future.
Shawn O’Neil won’t believe he’s actually
the owner of his house until he’s lying
in his bed and looking up at the ceiling!
It will be a dream come true. He has
wanted to create a new O’Neil homestead
and feels this is the perfect place for
it. He feels like he has a new start on
life, sharing the home with his three
teenagers. “We’ll have a home that I put
my sweat into. I marked my initials in
the attic. Actually, I put my whole name

and the date up there… for posterity!”
Shawn encourages others who don’t
think they qualify for a Habitat home to
just apply. He’s trying to spread the word
as much as he can. What may be stopping
more people from applying, is lack of
awareness, because Habitat partners with
people who have a steady income but
cannot afford a traditional mortgage,
those that are “in between.” He’s excited
to try and help find his new neighbor for
the Habitat house that will go up next to
him.
Shawn has been at the build for his
home from the beginning and has learned
so much about what goes into home
construction. He and his eldest daughter
also attended the Financial Support
for Homeowners class together. He has
learned the importance of planning
your expenditures carefully within the
guideline of a budget and how to reduce
debt. “Habitat is not only giving a home,
it’s also giving an education.”

Service With A Smile!

Shawn O’Neil hard at work on his new home.

Shawn’s enthusiasm for the future in
his family’s Habitat home is infectious!
Once the house is finished, he plans to
landscape and might also get a shed. He’ll
be researching the benefits of getting
solar once he has determined how much
electricity the electric heat pump in his
new home uses. He’s also planning to go
to auctions and estate sales to get some
nice furniture for his new home and can’t
wait to have guests over to celebrate.

With Our Thanks...
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wasn’t for you, two of my family would
not be in their own homes. They are in
two of your Bristol homes. So, thank
you!”
In addition, HfHAC would like to thank
each of the following area restaurants
for partnering with us on benefit dinner
nights and generously donating a portion
of their profits to support our work.
The benefit dinners took place between
January and July, and all who attended
raved about the wonderful food and
drink, and very much enjoyed the special
nights out at:

For the benefit dinner at Mary’s at the Inn at Baldwin Creek several Habitat board members
acted as servers. Here they are with the Mary’s staff who worked hard to keep them out of
trouble and the diners well-served!

• Tourterelle
• Bobcat Cafe
• Jessica’s Restaurant, Swift House Inn
• Morgan’s Tavern, Middlebury Inn
• Mary’s at the Inn at Baldwin Creek

Check out current events on our Facebook page – and remember to like us on Facebook!
You can find us at facebook.com. Search for Habitat For Humanity of Addison County VT

Habitat for Humanity of Addison County
Post Office Box 1217
Middlebury, Vermont 05753

Try Habitat’s Alternative Gift Fairs for Your Holiday Shopping!
Habitat for Humanity of Addison County is
gearing up for the holidays with Holiday greeting
cards and our Alternate Gift Fairs. Bobbie
Carnwath of Cornwall has designed our cards
for many years. Each card has a removable house
which can be hung up as an ornament. The cards
are for sale for $20 each and the card says that a
donation has been made to Habitat for Humanity
in the name of the recipient.
The Alternate Gift Fairs will be held at a number
of Addison County Churches – including
Middlebury Congregational Church, St. Stephen’s
Episcopal Church and the Middlebury Baptist
Church - on two consecutive Sundays, December
3rd and 10th, after regular services. Purchasers
get a card on which to write what has been given
in the recipient’s name such a box of nails, or
insulation, etc. A list of items needed by Habitat

for our building programs is available. Choose
what to give or simply give an amount of money
in someone’s name. This is a great way to make
gift giving special by helping a family purchase a
home – not just buying that extra tie or scarf that
ends up in a drawer.
Both the Holiday gift cards and the Alternative
Gift Fair cards may be chosen with either “Merry
Christmas” or “Happy Holidays” printed on
them. Please think of Habitat when doing your
shopping this holiday season and help a family in
need!
Want to know more? Feel free to give us a call at
802-388-0400 or send an email to us at
habitat.addison@yahoo.com.
Give two gifts in one! Help build a home for our
next homeowners, and give a worthwhile gift to
someone you love. Shop the Alternative Gift Fairs!

